[The role of surgery in the treatment of malignant pleural mesothelioma].
The role of surgery in the treatment of diffuse pleural malignant mesothelioma is controversial. The procedures proposed to date are extrapleural pneumonectomy, pleurectomy, and thoracoscopy. External radiation or intraoperative implantation of radioisotopes, chemotherapy and intrapleural treatment with various different agents are also considered as adjuvant therapy. Patient selection, postoperative morbidity and mortality and survival rates are discussed. Our personal series of 72 diffuse pleural malignant mesotheliomas is described: 29 had a palliative operation while 43 underwent radical surgery consisting in 24 extrapleural pneumonectomies and 19 pleurectomies.